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To quote Mrs. Fairfax, ”Jane Eyre, I’m delighted.”

It’s taken two years to get this production here, but the 
timing was perfect. Those who stepped forward to be 
involved, whether onstage or backstage, are a most 
wonderful group of performers and workers. It’s been a 
privilege and a delight to participate in this artistic work 
alongside them. 

Jane is a timeliness heroine, a figure of nobility and strength. 
Her story has been told in the classroom through Charlotte 
Brontë’s masterful novel, in the home through many film 
adaptations, and now, on the stage through tragic and 
passionate lines and lyrics. It’s a woeful story engulfed in 
abuse, antagonism, and loneliness—so why is it admired 
so dearly? Jane is a character we can relate to, and an 
individual worthy of imitating. Amongst the sorrow, neglect, 
broken relationships, and wrongdoing she experiences, 
Jane’s human nature first settles into bitterness. However, 
when faced with the choice to forgive or seek revenge, the 
childlike faith of a young girl encourages Jane to pursue 
humility, patience, and empathy. She adopts the position, 
“Forgiveness of those you hate will be your highest reward.” 
Through this perspective, her spirit is freed from the bondage 
of hate and she is delivered from her grief. Faith and trust 
in a God-given purpose for her life become her source of 
stamina, allowing her to endure the struggles to come.

Theatre is often a form of entertainment or education, 
but from time to time, it asks questions that challenge us 
to revisit our own life. Have I forgiven those who have 
wronged me? In what or whom do I place my hope? Does 
my faith affirm my purpose? This musical is not just a love 
story, but rather an opportunity for cathartic self-reflection 
and inspiration. It’s raw and honest. Through Jane Eyre, 
Charlotte Brontë wrote a story for everyone. It is a story for 
the human heart. 

Leah Perry, Director
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ACT I
“VOICE ACROSS THE MOORS” ...........................................................................Rochester
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“CHILDREN OF GOD” .........Schoolgirls, Mr. Brocklehurst, Mrs. Reed, Miss Scatcherd
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“WILLING TO BE BRAVE” ............................................................................... Helen Burns
“HELEN’S DEATH” ............Jane, Young Jane, Helen Burns, Miss Scatcherd, Ensemble
“THE GRAVEYARD” ...............................................................Jane, Young Jane, Ensemble
“SWEET LIBERTY” .......................................................................................Jane, Ensemble
“SECRETS OF THE HOUSE” .................................................................................Ensemble 
“PERFECTLY NICE” .....................................................................Mrs. Fairfax, Adele, Jane
“THE ICY LANE” .....................................................................................................Ensemble
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“THE PLEDGE” ..............................................................................................Jane, Rochester
“SIRENS” ...........................................................................................Rochester, Jane, Bertha
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ACT II
“THINGS BEYOND THIS EARTH” .......................................................................Ensemble
“THE SCREAM” ........................................................................... Mason, Bertha, Ensemble
“PAINTING HER PORTRAIT” .........................................................................................Jane
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“RAIN” .............................................................................................................Ensemble, Jane
“GATESHEAD REVISITED” ..................................................................................Ensemble
“FORGIVENESS (REPRISE)” ...................................................Mrs. Reed, Jane, Ensemble
“THE CALL” ................................................................................................................St. John
“THE VOICE ACROSS THE MOORS” ....................................... St. John, Jane, Rochester
“POOR MASTER” .....................................................................................Mrs. Fairfax, Jane
“BRAVE ENOUGH FOR LOVE” ...............................................Jane, Rochester, Ensemble
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RACHEL KIMBERLIN 
COBBS (Jane Eyre) is a 
Cincinnati transplant who 
fell in love with this flying 
pig river city! Rachel holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in acting 

from James Madison University in Virginia 
where she got to play some of her favorite 
roles including Miranda in The Tempest 
and Jenny in Mr. Burns: A Post Electric 
Play. Professionally, Rachel has worked 
for Missoula Children’s Theatre and 
Madcap Puppets as a director, tour actor, 
and a teacher. Rachel would love to give 
special thanks to her family, to God, and to 
Leah for this opportunity, and would like 
to share some Scripture she thinks Jane 
would appreciate: Job 5:8–18.

MARIA ZIEROLF  
(Young Jane) is a sopho-
more musical theatre major 
at Xavier University. Some 
of her recent roles include 
Young Macduff (Macbeth), 

Lisa (Mamma Mia!), and Mother (Children 
of Eden). She would like to thank every-
one on the creative team and the company 
for all of their hard work, as well as her 
friends, family, and teachers for always 
supporting her and helping her grow. Enjoy 
the show!

LUCA BROL (John Reed) 
is thrilled to be participating 
in Jane Eyre. He has been in 
many productions such as Jun-
gle Book JR (elephant), Flat 
Stanley JR (Herb Wavecrest), 

Music Man JR (Tommy), The Little Mer-
maid JR (Jetsam), Annie (Servant, News-
boy, Hooverville citizen), and Moana JR 
(Fisherman). He loves musicals and adores 
being on stage. He dedicates this show to 
his brother Matteo who comes to all of 
his performances.

SYDNEY ORNDORFF 
(Mrs. Reed) is a Southeastern 
Indiana native and lifelong 
neighbor of Cincinnati, now 
a newly minted Ohioan. She 
graduated with a B.A. in 

music from Hillsdale College, where she 
sang as a member of the College Choir and 
Chamber Choir and as a soloist in recit-
als, competitions, and concerts. When not 
searching for the heart and mind of the lost 
and twisted Mrs. Reed or dying a sorrow-
ful death as Violetta in an excerpt from La 
Traviata, Sydney loves improv and come-
dic acting, the former of which she enjoys 
pursuing with The Angelico Project in Cin-
cy, the latter of which features prominently 
on her resume, which includes such roles 
as Dolly Gallagher Levi (The Matchmak-
er), Mrs. Bennet (Pride and Prejudice), 
Mabel (The Pirates of Penzance), and 
puppeteering Fiona and other characters 
for Fiona’s Winter Wonders with Madcap 
Puppets at the Cincinnati Zoo.

JOHN DORNEY  
(Mr. Brocklehurst/Mr. 
Eshton/Vicar) is thrilled to be 
joining Merit Theatre Com-
pany again after performing in 
Twelve Angry Men last year. 

He has been busy with La Comedia Dinner 
Theater, Cincinnati Landmark Productions, 
and several community theaters in the last 
year. Life often imitates art, and stories 
that include irredeemably flawed people 
in authority seem today’s common fare. 
It’s somewhat chilling, and relieving, to 
know such was also the case almost 200 
years ago. We’re not different. My love to 
my wife, children and their other halves, 
and grandson.

MEET THE CAST



SALLY MODZELEWSKI 
(Miss Scatcherd/Mrs. Dent/
Ensemble) is so excited to be 
a part of Jane Eyre! Previous-
ly, she was seen in The Sound 
of Music (Sister Sophia/Bar-

oness Elberfeld) with The Carnegie; The 
Addams Family with Cincinnati Landmark 
Productions; and in school for musical 
theatre at Northern Kentucky University 
where she was involved in Kiss Me, Kate 
(Lilli Vanessi/Katherine) and Black Boy 
in Pink (Iris Briar-Russell). Thank you for 
coming—enjoy the show!

ATHENA UPDIKE  
(Helen Burns) is very excited 
to be joining Merit Theatre 
Company! Athena recently 
appeared in The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame and Joseph and 

the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at The 
Carnegie in Covington, and was last seen 
as Fan in A Christmas Carol at Cincin-
nati Playhouse in the Park. Athena will be 
appearing as Anne Frank in The Diary of 
Anne Frank in November. They would like 
to thank their acting coach, their family 
for endless support, and the whole cast 
and crew, “for making me a better per-
former than I was when I walked through 
the door!”

MILLIE BAER (Schoolgirl) 
is 13 years old, loves stage 
drama and performing, and 
has always used her imagina-
tion to bring things to life. 
Living in Burlington with 

her family of six, her cat (Mischief), and 
her dog (Teddy), Millie loves to make art, 
read, and spend time with her family. This 
is Millie’s first time participating in a full-
scale production, and she is so excited to 
see it come to life.

ELENA ESCAMILLA 
(Schoolgirl) is thrilled to be 
a part of this production. She 
is a rising 8th grader at St. 
Gertrude School. This is her 
first show with Merit and she 

hopes to continue acting with them.

KYLIE HODGE (Schoolgirl) 
is a lover of drama and a good 
story. She’s been on the stage 
performing dramas and recita-
tions for as long as she can 
remember—even before her 

part in “Christmas with Ken and Buddy” 
in 2015 to the lead role in “A Pondering 
Heart” in 2021. Kylie is currently contem-
plating whether she should buy a Labra-
doodle or a Pygmy goat when she gradu-
ates college…opinions are welcome.

GIANNA FAITH LEMMA 
(Schoolgirl) is so excited to 
participate in Merit Theatre’s 
production of Jane Eyre. She 
is a homeschooled rising 
6th grader. She loves theater 

and music, and dances competitively 
with Belladance.

MARGARET  
KATHERINE LEMMA 
(Schoolgirl/Mary Ingram) 
is a homeschooling senior 
who has been in multiple 
Shakespeare productions and 

is so excited to get to do Jane Eyre...the 
musical! She loves to hang out with friends 
and cook. She also loves to learn and teach 
many kinds of dance, including tap, jazz, 
lyrical, ballet, and ballroom.

MEET THE CAST



SABRINA BRIGITTE 
LEMMA (Schoolgirl) is 
excited to participate in the 
musical production of Jane 
Eyre. She is a homeschooling 
freshman who loves theater 

and music, as well as nature, and play-
ing soccer (Go Lady Eagles!) She and 
her brother, Dominic, have a band and 
enjoy jamming out on guitars, drums, and 
the piano.

ZOE ROSE LEMMA 
(Schoolgirl) is a rising home-
school 3rd grader, and attends 
a weekly co-op at the Lyceum 
Catholic Community. She is 
excited to wear the costumes, 

sing, and act out the scenes. This is her first 
Merit Theatre production!

HOLLY PRICE  
(Mrs. Fairfax) is honored to 
be in her first Merit Theatre 
production after a decade 
away from the stage. She has 
homeschooled five amazing 

and mostly grown children and is wife to 
Don, the kindest and best of men. A former 
English teacher, she has taught Brontë’s 
incomparable Jane Eyre to many a student. 
Soli Deo Gloria.

DON PRICE (Robert) is 
originally from Lebanon, TN, 
but now hails from Hebron, 
KY. He is a father of five and a 
local physician. His only other 
foray in theater was playing 

Captain Von Trapp in The Sound of Music 
with Union Community Theater. He is 
madly in love with Mrs. Fairfax.

ISABEL ASHLEY (Adele) 
is a 9-year-old student who 
enjoys dance and horseback 
riding as well as theatre. She 
debuted her acting career in 
Merit Theatre’s production 

of It’s a Wonderful Life. Isabel is grateful 
for the opportunity to perform with this 
incredible group and would like to say a 
special thanks to her dear friend, Mr. Bob, 
for always cheering her on.

RACHEL HANDKINS 
(Grace Poole) is excited to be 
a part of Jane Eyre, her sec-
ond performance with Merit 
Theatre. She graduated from 
Northern Kentucky University 

with a minor in theater, and has appeared 
in productions with Merit Theatre, Eastside 
Players, Crestview Players, and others. 
Favorites include Horizons of Gold, God-
spell, West Side Story, Pippin, Rent, The 
Laramie Project, and A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. She hopes you enjoy the show.

ALEX DEVORE (Edward 
Fairfax Rochester) is de-
lighted to be a part of Merit’s 
production of Jane Eyre. Alex 
has recently discovered his 
love for theater after playing 

the role of Jack in Newsies in 2019 (East 
Side Players) and most recently in Bonnie 
& Clyde in 2022 as Buck Barrow (Foot-
lighters). Alex works as an IT professional 
in the Cincinnati area and loves that he 
gets the opportunity to perform and meet 
new amazingly talented people through the 
musical theater community. He would like 
to thank his friends and family and voice 
teacher Sarah for their constant support of 
his craft and hopes you all enjoy the show.

MEET THE CAST



ADRIA WHITFILL 
(Blanche Ingram) is very 
excited to be in her first show 
with Merit Theatre Company! 
She studied musical theatre 
and biology at NKU and cur-

rently works as a vet tech at Cincinnati 
Children’s hospital. Her favorite perfor-
mances include Sandra in Big Fish, Jose-
phine in HMS Pinafore, and Miss Sandra 
in All Shook Up. Jane Eyre is one of her 
favorite musicals and she is very happy to 
perform as Blanche!

MARNIE CASTON LEM-
MA (Mrs. Eshton/Ensemble) 
is thrilled to be on stage 
singing, acting, and dancing 
in a Merit Theatre production 
after a nearly 22 year break in 

her performing career, during which time 
she has been raising and educating her 
children. She considers it a true bless-
ing that Jane Eyre offers the opportunity 
for her to share the stage with four of her 
six children.

ADAM MCCOY (Young 
Lord Ingram/Ensemble) is 
well-acquainted with the stage, 
having acted in 20 produc-
tions over 15 years. Credits 
include Twelve Angry Men 

(Juror #12), Fiddler on the Roof (Tevye), 
and Annie (Daddy Warbucks). Offstage, 
Adam works as an analyst with Kroger, 
serves with “Young Professionals at 
Work on Purpose,” and enjoys spending 
time with his younger brother, mom, and 
girlfriend, Emily.

MADELINE WEAVER 
(Louisa Eshton) is ready to 
be back on stage after four 
years of pandemic, moves, 
and marriage! During her 
2014–18 nursing education at 

Indiana Wesleyan University, she worked 
backstage and onstage for several theatri-
cal productions, her favorite being The 
39 Steps, a Hitchcock parody in which 
she and three other cast members took 
on about 39 ridiculous characters! How 
could she not miss that whirlwind and find 
herself back at it again in the moving and 
inspiring story of Jane Eyre?

MARIAH SMITH (Amy 
Eshton/Ensemble) is delight-
ed to return to Merit Theatre 
Company after having taken 
part in Merit’s 2019 Christmas 
Celebration. She studied vocal 

music at the School for the Creative and 
Performing Arts and continued her studies 
at Miami University until her health forced 
her to take a break. Though health issues 
kept her from performing for a few years, 
she’s finally back to doing what she loves 
most—sharing her art with others.

BENJAMIN IOCCO (Colo-
nel Dent/Ensemble) is a pro-
fessional artist with extensive 
experience in painting, illus-
trating, sculpting, composing, 
and more. He has designed 

exhibits for attractions, worked on multiple 
film projects and theater productions, and 
won several awards for his work. Recent 
roles he has played include Juror #11 
(Twelve Angry Men) Uncle Billy/Joseph/
others (It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play), and Burl Sanders (Sanders Family 
Christmas). He serves as President of Merit 
and is grateful for such an amazing team. 
To God be the glory.
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JOSH STOTHFANG  
(Richard Mason) grew up 
being heavily involved in 
theater during his high school 
and college years and minored 
in theater at Miami University. 

He has played such roles as Raoul in The 
Phantom of the Opera, Rod in Avenue Q, 
and Kurt Kelly in Heathers: The Musical. 
He is excited to be back on stage for his 
first show since 2016.

OLIVIA REESE (Bertha 
Mason) is thrilled to play the 
insane role of Bertha Mason. 
Olivia is currently studying at 
Liberty University with a BFA 
in Musical Theatre, and she 

hopes to pursue a successful career with 
acting in the future.

MAX HUNKLER (St. John 
Rivers/Ensemble) is pleased 
to join Merit Theatre Compa-
ny for Jane Eyre. He recently 
appeared in Romeo and Juliet 
as Sampson and Mamma 

Mia! as Understudy Sam/Ensemble at 
Lipscomb University.

ANNA KATHRYN RAPE 
(Ensemble) is excited to be re-
turning to theatre after a three 
year hiatus. In addition to 
various other ensembles, Anna 
has played Mary Jane in Big 

River, Lily St. Regis in Annie, Jo March in 
Little Women, and Liza in Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers. Wanting to instill a love 
for performing in others, Anna’s liberal arts 
capstone was on the positive effects of mu-
sical theatre on cognitive development; she 
later taught children’s classes for Eagles’ 
Wings Studio (North Carolina).

MEET THE CAST
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ERIC BARDES (Sound Design) designs 
lights and sound for theatres all over 
Greater Cincinnati. He also serves on the 
Board of Trustees at Cincinnati Music 
Theatre as Equipment Chair. 

KARLI HEAD (Stage Manager) is 19 
years old and a college student at the 
University of Cincinnati. At Cincinnati 
Christian Highschool, she stage managed 
Godspell, Twelve Angry Jurors, and The 
Servant of Two Masters.

BENJAMIN IOCCO  
(Producer/Set Design/etc.) is a profes-
sional artist with extensive experience in 
painting, illustrating, sculpting, compos-
ing, and more. He has designed exhibits 

for attractions, worked on multiple film 
projects and theater productions, and won 
several awards for his work. He serves as 
President of Merit and is grateful for such 
an amazing team. To God be the glory.

KAITLYN IOCCO  
(Producer/Costume Design/etc.) is a 
graduate of Northern Kentucky University 
with a Bachelor of fine arts degree in act-
ing. Now Vice President and Co-Artistic 
Director of Merit Theatre Company, she 
has done commercial, print, film, and 
voiceover work in the Cincinnati, Northern 
KY, and Pittsburgh areas and won multiple 
awards for performance, direction, and 
costume design. She loves working with 
her husband Ben and the team at Merit, 
and thanks you for being here. Psalm 52:8



SAMUEL T. OWENS (Music Direc-
tor/Conductor) is entering his third year 
at Capital University’s Conservatory of 
Music, pursuing a bachelor’s degree in 
music education. His involvement with 
Merit Theatre began in 2018 as an audi-
ence member for their production of 
Horizons of Gold; later that same year, he 
joined the cast as Ernie for It’s a Wonderful 
Life alongside lead actors Carter and Leah 
Perry. Sam is excited to now co-direct 
Jane Eyre with his former castmates, as 
well as lead the wonderful Merit Company 
Orchestra, of which he aims to uphold the 
standards of artistry and excellence set by 
its direction under Benjamin Price.

CARTER PERRY (Music Director/Vo-
cal Director) is thankful to God for all of 
the talented people He has put in place for 
this production. Carter is honored to be a 
part of a production with such a power-
ful message of truth and grace. As Helen 
Burns says, “Know the Gospel is true!” We 
are all sinners in need of a Savior. Through 
Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for us, we 
have forgiveness. Only through faith in 
Christ can mankind be forgiven.

LEAH PERRY (Director) is thrilled to re-
join her wonderful friends at Merit Theatre 
Company & Orchestra for this inspiring 
story. Every three months for the last 
eight years, Leah has been involved with 
a theatrical production, whether perform-

ing onstage or behind the scenes directing. 
After receiving her Bachelor’s degree in 
theatre arts from Taylor University, she has 
been directing high school theatre at Cin-
cinnati Christian Schools and is involved 
in community theatre with her husband, 
Carter, when able. She praises the Lord for 
the gift of storytelling, for the opportunity 
to direct alongside her talented husband, 
and for their sweet little boy, Daniel, who 
has no choice but to love theatre!

GAYLE SPJUT (Costume Manager/
Head Seamstress) got a theater degree 
from NKU at age 52, proving it’s never too 
late to learn more about what you love. She 
has been a director, choreographer, stage 
manager, costume designer, and costume 
manager for a variety of community pro-
ductions. Always happy to be part of the 
Merit team.

RAMA VAN GILS (Lighting Design) has 
been working behind the scenes ever since 
discovering his love for live productions 
eight years ago. He is currently complet-
ing a BFA in theatrical design & produc-
tion from the University of Cincinnati’s 
College-Conservatory of Music and hopes 
to travel internationally to continue tell-
ing stories upon graduation. He’d like to 
thank his family and friends for their daily 
support, and the Merit Theatre family for 
inviting him in on the magic of Jane Eyre.

MEET THE PRODUCTION TEAM

SEE HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH YOUR NEXT PROJECT
mccabelumber.com  |  513-683-2662  |  118 Northeast Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 45140

The preferred choice of Cincinnati’s 
small to large builders and contractors.



Special Speakers 
Ken Ham   
Dr. Robert Jeffress 
Dr. Tim Hill   
CT Townsend   
Dennis Swanberg
Javon Ruff 
Tim Lovelace and more.

Join us for 
40 Days & 40 Nights 
of Gospel Music

at Ark Encounter & Creation Museum

The Isaacs 
Ernie Haase & Signature Sound 
Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder 
Karen Peck & New River 
Brian Free & Assurance 
Jimmy Fortune 
and many more!

Award-Winning Artists

AUGUST 2–SEPTEMBER 10, 2022

See full schedule at:

ALL CONCERT EVENTS ARE FREE 
WITH ADMISSION TO THE PARK

Purchase tickets at ArkEncounter.com or 1(800) 721-2298 

40DaysOfGospelMusic.com





Celebrate the season with the Merit Company Orchestra  
and Chorale, featuring classic Christmas songs,  

traditional carols, and more

DECEMBER 2 & 3, 2022
Friday at 7:30PM 
Saturday at 2PM & 7:30PM 
With conductor Benjamin Price 

Drees Home Auditorium 
St. Henry District High School
Erlanger, KY

www.merittheatre.org
Conductor Benjamin Price

ANNOUNCING OUR NEXT PRODUCTION!


