Auditions for Jane Eyre: A Musical Drama
Presented by Merit Theatre Company & Orchestra
Music and Lyrics by Paul Gordon
Book and Additional Lyrics by John Caird
Based on the Novel by Charlotte Brontë
Charlotte Brontë's hauntingly beautiful gothic classic is a heart-wrenching journey of faith and
love, with music to lift your heart and set your spirit soaring. Both suspenseful and inspirational,
this Tony Award-winning musical features a grand, sweeping score and a powerful story of
passion, forgiveness, and redemption.
Friday, May 6, 7–9pm
Saturday, May 7, 2–5pm
By appointment only
Also accepting video auditions
Seeking adults of all ages with strong vocal and acting abilities as well as children,
especially girls ages 6–18 to play Lowood School students.
Please prepare:
● A 60-second dramatic classical monologue with British dialect from a play or novel, or
French dialect for young girls auditioning for the role of Adele.
● 16–32 bars of a musical theatre song in the style of the show that best showcases your
range and ability.
Please bring:
● Sheet music in the correct key with cuts marked. An accompanist will be provided. No
acapella or accompaniment tracks.
● An acting resume, headshot, and completed AUDITION FORM. On your audition form,
please include your list of conflicts between May 16 and July 16.
SIGN UP TO AUDITION
We are also accepting video auditions. Please follow the same audition requirements above,
film your audition (full body shot please), and upload your video to YouTube or Vimeo. Email the
link to production@merittheatre.org. Attach your resume, headshot, and completed audition
form to the email. (If you are auditioning by video, you may use accompaniment track.)
Callbacks will be held on Monday, May 9, at 7pm.
Auditions, callbacks, and rehearsals will be held at First Baptist Church of Newport (801 York St,
Newport, KY 41071).

Rehearsals will be held on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings in May beginning May 16,
and on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings beginning June 6. No rehearsals will
be held on Memorial Day or Independence Day.
Performances will be held July 8–10 and 14–16 at the Anderson Center Theater in Cincinnati,
Ohio (7850 Five Mile Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45230).
Directed by Leah Perry
Conducted by Samuel T. Owens
Vocal Direction by Carter Perry
Produced & Designed by Benjamin and Kaitlyn Iocco
Jane Eyre: A Musical Drama is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre
International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.mtishows.com
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN
Jane Eyre (vocal range F#3–E5): Our story’s protagonist. A young, strong-willed woman who is
outwardly quiet, watchful, and shy. Her beauty comes from her character, humor, and strength.
Late teens to 20s. (Actresses auditioning for Jane must be strong, controlled singers possessing
great stamina and a wide vocal range. Please select an audition piece that best showcases your
ability.)
Young Jane Eyre (vocal range D4–D5): Full of soul. Strong and willful. Age 9–12.
John Reed: Young Jane’s cruel cousin. Age 10 to mid-teens.
Mrs. Reed: Young Jane’s aunt who looks after her at Gateshead. Mrs. Reed is cruel towards
Jane, offering her little happiness and punishing her relentlessly before sending her to the
Lowood School.
Mr. Brocklehurst (vocal range D3–G4): The owner of Lowood School. He must be an imposing
and frightening figure to Young Jane; cold-eyed, zealous, and pontifical. Age 40s–60s.
Miss Scatcherd (vocal range D4–D5): A teacher at Lowood, she is hard-faced and an
embittered woman whose nature has been warped by dogged obedience to Mr. Brocklehurst
and a natural distrust of anything unusual or imaginative. Age 40s–50s.
Helen Burns (vocal range A3–C#5): A girl of calm and spiritual demeanor. She is intellectually
and spiritually engaging. Teaches young Jane her most important lesson in life. Helen’s quiet
dignity and inner strength is mirrored by the same qualities in her vocals. Age 12–16.

Mrs. Fairfax (alto, recitative, sprechgesang or “talk sing,” vocal range F3–C5): Rochester’s
elderly relation and the housekeeper of Thornfield Hall who is fussy, garrulous, and
kind-hearted. Age 40s–60s.
Robert (vocal range Bb2–Bb3): The butler at Thornfield, he is dry and intelligent, and a martyr
to Mrs. Fairfax’s whims. An understanding and reliable servant to Rochester. Age 40s–60s.
Adele: Mr. Rochester’s ward. A spirited young girl. Age 6–12. (Actresses auditioning for Adele
should prepare a monologue with French dialect.)
Edward Fairfax Rochester (baritone/high baritone, vocal range B2–G4): An intelligent and
powerful male presence, he has been greatly damaged by life and is therefore quite prickly and
demanding, but has a keen sense of humor and engaging personality. Age 30s–40s.
Blanche Ingram (coloratura soprano, vocal range B3–B5): The clever, sophisticated, and
stunningly beautiful woman who is to be married to Rochester. She is witty and graceful, but
shallow. Age 20s.
Richard Mason (tenor, vocal range C3–G4): Bertha Mason’s brother. He is a well-educated
gentleman, but mentally and emotionally weak because he is haunted by the wrong he has
done to Rochester and the need to care for his deranged, unhappy sister. Age 40s–60s.
Bertha Mason (vocal range C#4–C#5): Rochester’s mad wife, kept in the attic of Thornfield
Hall. She is strangely beautiful yet a criminally deranged bride stuck in the moment of her final
happiness. Age late 20s–40s.
St. John Rivers (tenor, vocal range C3–G4): The appealing and handsome curate of the parish
of Gateshead who is caring for Mrs. Reed at her death. He is a complex young man,
passionately devoted to his faith and duty. Age 20s–30s.
A small but active ensemble of all ages to play a number of parts.

